Indications for placement of drains in the splenic fossa.
Drainage of the splenic fossa has for years remained a controversial issue. A large potential space exists in the left hypochondrium following splenectomy. Proponents of the use of drainage maintain that drainage is safe, efficacious in removal of blood, serum, and pancreatic enzymes, and carries little, if any, risk of subsequent infectious morbidity. Critics of the use of drainage cite the heretofore reported high incidence of subphrenic abscess formation in those patients in whom drains are placed as the reason for abandoning routine or therapeutic drainage of the splenic fossa.